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Funding for the Periodic Training element of the
Driver CPC

Introduction

As the logistics industry gears up for the implementation of the Driver CPC in
September, 2009, a number of operators and providers are asking the question: is
there any public funding available to cover the cost of periodic training?

This short briefing note sets out the current position in England only. The funding
position in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland is different to England because the
agencies who fund training are different due to the devolved administrations. If you
would like advice on funding in any of the devolved administrations, please contact
the relevant Skills for Logistics National Manager (contact details are at the end of
this document)

What public funding is available for Periodic Training?

The agency that funds training in England is the Learning and Skills Council (LSC).
The LSC rulings specifically exclude funding for mandatory industry training. This
means that Periodic Training does not qualify for any public funding.

Some training providers are advertising courses that are funded. How can this
be the case if Periodic Training does not qualify for funding?

Operators should be wary of Periodic Training courses that are advertised as being
fully funded. Periodic Training is excluded from public funding.

Providers may be delivering Periodic Training within a broader NVQ programme. In
this instance, the funding is attached to the achievement of the NVQ. Operators and
drivers will need to commit to the larger NVQ programme in order to access the
funding.

What should operators take into consideration when committing to broader
NVQ training programmes?

Many logistics operators already offer the Driving Goods Vehicles or Carry & Deliver
Goods NVQ to their drivers as it provides a broad programme of learning that helps
to raise skills levels as well as providing critical knowledge and understanding. The
NVQ is widely recognised by industry and supports drivers in developing the skills
valued by operators. Many drivers qualify for funded NVQ programmes of training.
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Although the NVQ provides benefits for both operators and drivers, it does not
provide an alternative to the requirements of the Driver CPC. To count as Periodic
Training, courses must be approved by the Joint Approvals Unit for Periodic
Training. Operators should ensure that the funded programme that they are being
offered does include approved training. Not all programmes leading to the NVQ
will have been approved by JAUPT. Operators can check the courses and training
providers that have been approved by JAUPT by visiting the JAUPT website –
www.drivercpc-periodictraining.org

The NVQ is a broad qualification. There are many different ways in which Periodic
Training courses could be combined with the NVQ training. This means that the
content and length of approved Periodic Training courses that are being delivered
under the NVQ umbrella can vary quite dramatically. Operators are advised to ask
the provider to clarify how many hours of approved Periodic Training are being
delivered via the NVQ programme and to seek written confirmation that the training
has been approved by the JAUPT.

Operators should also note: the NVQ programme will require drivers to commit
to significant assessment, training and record keeping over and above the
requirements of the approved Periodic Training course.

The other key question for operators to ask the provider relates to the eligibility of
drivers to attract funding. Not all drivers will be eligible for funding. Operators may
find that they have some drivers who do not quality for funding (for example, they
may have already achieved the NVQ) and therefore training costs will be incurred.

Operators should also note that the NVQ programme will need to be completed
within an agreed period of time – usually one year.

Summary of questions that operators should ask prior to agreeing to courses
that are funded

• Periodic Training doesn’t attract funding in its own right, so what is being
funded? Is it the completion of an NVQ?

• What part of the training programme has been approved by the Joint
Approvals Unit for Periodic Training?

• How many hours of approved training will the course deliver?
• How will the training provider manage the delivery of both Periodic Training

and the NVQ?
• What do the drivers need to do in addition to the Periodic Training course?
• Will all of the drivers attract public funding? What arrangements need to be

made for the drivers who do not attract public funding?
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Where I can get further information?

For further information on Periodic Training options or on the Driving Goods Vehicles
or Carry & Deliver Goods NVQ’s, contact your Skills for Logistics Regional/National
Manager.

Name Nation/Region Email Mobile
Robert
James

South East
robert.james@skillsforlogistics.org

07775
910906

Richard
Brewer

West Midlands
richard.brewer@skillsforlogistics.org

07841
995401

Alan Smith North East alan.smith@skillsforlogistics.org
07766
408874

Daryl
Keyworth East of England daryl.keyworth@skillsforlogistics.org

07912
895655

Chris Fylan North West chris.fylan@skillsforlogistics.org
07795
348584

Peter Best South West peter.best@skillsforlogistics.org
07788
574311

Philip
Goodwin East Midlands philip.goodwin@skillsforlogistics.org

07802
450493

David Orrell
Yorkshire &
Humberside david.orrell@skillsforlogistics.org

07780
954400

Tony Bellia London tony.bellia@skillsforlogistics.org
07766
730666

Stephen
Kennedy Wales stephen.kennedy@skillsforlogistics.org

07525
803042

Chris
Campbell Scotland chris.campbell@skillsforlogistics.org

07795
348585

Geraldine
Quinn

Northern
Ireland geraldine.quinn@skillsforlogistics.org

07912
097386


